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NB: ECAd6s Annual Report is in a format that focuses on
mont hs, and provides a short, readabl e overview|lon its
to the myriad of policy and legislative developments at EU level.
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FOREWORD BY ECA PRESIDENT, NICO VOORBACH

201171 Change in Presidency, Same Challenges

During our extraordinary Conference
in February 2011, Martin Chalk
stepped down as President of ECA.
After leading the association for more
than 6 years he decided that time had
come to pass on ECAOGs he
leader, ready to take up the
challenges ahead. Herewith | would
like to thank him for all the work he did
to make ECA what it is now. As | took
over | saw it quickly confirmed that the
work he had carried out was
outstanding. | will do my best to follow
in his footsteps.

This annual report provides a
6snapshotd of ECAG6s man
EU level. As you will read, this year

has been important on some key

issues. Of course firstly the EASA
6Notice of Proposed A
(NPA) regarding Flight  Time

Limitations (FTL) has been released

and this was very disappointing from a

safety perspective. Almost all our

safety comments have been ignored by the safety agency whereas almost all commercial

points from the airlines have Dbeen included i
continue our technical safety input and to launch a full campaign to correct this failure from

EASA. EASA has ignored years of scientific evidence and that is our main objection to the

NPA. During the Council of Mi ni stersd meeting
demonstration that was attended by close to 100 pilots from across Europe. We called upon

the Ministers to make safety their number one priority and to base future Flight Time

Limitation rules on science.

Anot her hot topic is the EUD?®scounreg edaidiagt dirons wi
transport agreements. More and more, such market-opening agreements are established

and we are following these very closely to make sure they do not harm our pilots and their

job security.

We are also concerned about the proposal from EASA to rethink its rule making process.
Although this will make the process shorter and less complicated 7 which is welcome T it
will mean that there will be even less involvement and expert input from stakeholders like
ECA in t he process, wher eas t he Me mber St at es
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revised rulemaking process will enter into force in 2012, and is expected to entail a different
way of interacting with EASA than before.

Safety statistics in helicopter operations are worrying. In 2011, up until the writing of this
report, there have been more than 100 accidents or incidents resulting in 70 fatalities. ECA
will keep on working to convince European legislators of the need for EU-wide safety rules
for helicopter operations and try to improve safety levels in this type of operations.

Overall, Europe has fallen behind other regions and is now the third safest region in the

world regarding aviation safety. It is our goal to make it the safest aviation region, and we

believe that this should also be the goal of the European Union. To achieve and contribute

to this we are now in the process of developing a comprehensive Safety Strategy in which

we will indicate where the priorities have to be placed. Our motto is and will continue to be
APiloting Safetyo. Toget her with our Me mber As
experts we will keep on striving for it.

Please enjoy reading this annual report that highlights most of the fields we have been
working on this year and will keep on working on in the coming years.

ECA President, F/O Nico VOORBACH

7/ /
///( @ CERIOREN
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l. EXTERNAL AVIATION RELATIONS

1. EU-US Agreement

On 21 June 2011 Norway and Iceland acceded to the EU-US Air Transport Agreement. The
treaty was signed in Oslo with the presence of the Norwegian Transport minister, the
Ambassador of Iceland, the US and the EU delegations including ECA.

The Joint Committee continues to meet to review the consequences of the implementation
of the agreement on the aviation industry and on labour. This year the discussions have
focused on aviation security, noise regulations and on the refusal from the US side to apply
EU Emissions Trading Scheme to US carriers on in and outbound flights.

ECA continues monitoring the social consequences of this agreement; the European
Commission and the US Department of Transport have agreed to meet regularly with the
respective stakeholders. Representing American and European pilots, ECA and US ALPA
have been active players in the negotiations on the European side as well as in the Joint
Committee meetings. Both associations have committed to work together to better
representpilotsd6 i nt er e s tAfantecr oss t he

2. EU-Israel Agreement

Closer to Europe, the European Community is now negotiating a broad agreement with
Israel. Considering the specificities of this country in terms of geopolitics, overflight rights
and security measures, the negotiations did not progress much this year. While European
stakeholders want to limit the scope of the agreement, the Israeli airlines oppose to open
their market.

The security code system put in place by the Israeli CAA which risks impairing safety and
which ECA opposed has been withdrawn.
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3. EU-Russia

On 11-12 October 2011 the European Union and the Russian federation have co-organised
the first EU-Russia Aviation Summit. ECA as a recognised partner of the European aviation
arena and a key player in aviation safety was invited to chair the safety panel.

This summit allowed both parties to present the status of their aviation industry, panels
covered the main areas: safety, security, ATM, airports, regulatory framework and
competition.

This event was a first step toward an improvement of the aviation market between EU and
Russia. Contrary to other countries such as US, Canada or Brazil, there will probably be no
bilateral talks between the EU and Russia. Instead each single Member State will
renegotiate with Russia in order to modify the provisions that have been deemed illegal
(e.g. community designation should replace national designation of airlines). The role of
ECA will be therefore limited.

4. EU-Moldova

This year the Commission had launched talks with the Republic of Moldavia to draft an Air
Transport Agreement between the two regions. After two rounds of negotiations the parties
agreed on a proposal and the initiation was signed in Chisinau on October 26. ECA has
been monitoring these negotiations and made sure that appropriate wording was
introduced on social matters.

[I. SocIAL DIALOGUE / LEGAL GROUP

ECA has used the Legal Group and the Social Dialogue to work on two important dossiers:
the determination of the social security regimes to air crews and the follow up of the Viking
and Laval cases.

1. Social Security

The Commission published in December 2010 two acts concerning the criteria for
determining an air crewbs soci al security
was unrealistic and encouraged social dumping.

The ECA Legal Group met in January to

examine the Commi ssi

ﬁ _ worked on alternative definitions. ECA,

he Council members agreed on together with the Association of European

a new article close to Airlines (AEA) asked the President of the

position and reversing the original ~ S°¢i@ Dialogue Committee to invite the

. | Commission to an extraordinary meeting of

Commission proposa the Social Dialogue to discuss this issue.

During the meeting ECA presented its
position.
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Foll owing the Commissionds | ack of reacti on, E
European Transport Workers Federation (ETF)aJ oi nt Position rejecting

approach and proposing an alternative route.

This Joint Position of the Social Partners in Civil Aviation has legal standing in the EU
institutional framework. It was well received in Parliament and in Council. Thanks to this
document and the efforts of ECA, the members of the Council have agreed (with the

exception of Il rel and) o]

original Commission proposal. The text is still a draft.

n a new article
Its adoption by Council is expected at

the end of 2011. ECA has received positive signals from Parliament which will vote on this
proposal in the first quarter of 2012.

2. Follow up to Viking and Laval

The EU has decided to address the questions raised by the Court of Justice of in a new
|l egislative initiative called fAthe Single Mar k:
legislative proposals ranging from professional recognition and consumer protection to

social issues.

Concretely, the Commission thinks that the Viking and Laval question can be solved
through the revision of the Posted Workers Directive and anot her act cal

Regulation, o6 clarifying

The Legal Group and the Industrial Working Group

nECA asked for a legal

framework allowing the
representation, negotiation,
conclusion and enforcement of
agreements for employees
working in trans-national airlines

Regarding the Monti 1l Regulation, ECA asked

t ) eights i the Singles Market.f  f

helped provide concrete examples of
abuses in social legislation linked to
the notion of posting: fake self
employment, posting through
temporary agencies, contractors and
subcontractors, wet leasing... Those
examples were compiled and put in
the ECA contribution to the
Commi ssi onoés wor k
Mar ket act. o Our
show the difficulty encountered by
crews, airlines and national authorities
to apply the rules and avoid abuses in
those situations and to ask for more
clarity and enforcement.

for a legal framework allowing the

representation, negotiation, conclusion and enforcement of agreements for employees
working in trans-national airlines and highlighted the obvious need to prevent another
instance similar to British Airwaysdé strategy i
the Commission are expected in December. ECA will continue the work of promoting its
positions during the adoption procedures in Parliament and at the Council next year.
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3. Other Activities of the Social Dialogue and Legal Group

The Plenary of the Social Dialogue Committee for Civil Aviation was the occasion taken by
ECA and the other Soci al Partners to respond
Transport.

The Legal Group was consulted by the Industrial Working Group on the legislation
applicable to strikes. The Legal Group met in Madrid in October. The new tasks for the
group include the examination of the national
and the evaluation of the Commission proposals on the use of mediation in trans-national

social disputes.
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TECHNICAISSUE
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l. ECA SAFETY STRATEGY

Following agreement by the ECA Conference in March, work started on establishing an
ECA safety strategy,toproact i vel y gui de sd&d&etydverk amatd shape EU
aviation safety initiatives, in future. By implementing another Conference decision, based
on the Long Term Review Group (LTRG) recommendations, a Safety Committee was
organised in May. The meeting was well attended by senior representatives of the MAs,
ECA WG chairmen, ECA Board directors and staff. The Committee discussed future
threats, the scope and the overall safety objective and targets. The result was a detailed list
of potential safety hazards. The committee also proposed to the Board to set up a much
smaller task force with dedicated safety experts who would be responsible for the drafting
of the safety strategy. Following a call for attendance, the first meeting of this Safety
Strategy Task Force was held in September. The goals of the safety strategy are threefold:

1. Internal: reorganisation, refocus

~ and working method
nECA experts started work on a 2. Internal: Communication to MAs
safety strategy that will identify the (ustification of ECA existence)

main threats to aviation safety and and assure adequate return for

} 2. MAs
give concrete proposals to mitigate
them 3. External: promote the ECA safety
strategy to stakeholders and
media.

The Task Force defined the key issues for the safety strategy to start with: training i fatigue
I data (protection). In addition as a main cause and common denominator to all issues,
inadequate regulation due to commercial pressures and uneven lobbying power was
identified. This includes the problems associated with an impartial legislator, incompetence
and the lack of (effective) oversight.

A second meeting is planned for December at which the key issues will be made more
concrete. In order to achieve this, the Task Force will use the SMS principles and model to
define a strategy.

1. FLIGHT DATA WORKING GROUP

The Flight Data Working Group met in
January, May and September 2011.
Initiatives and activities related to the
adoption of the EU Regulation on
Accident Investigation in October
2010 have been the main focus of the
Working Group over the past year.
With the support of the MAs, the ECA
intense lobbying campaign
implemented all along the legislative
process in 2010 was quite successful
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as regards pilotsd mai n Cc 0 n c-eriented approach. Twam
significant and concrete achievements resulting from this campaign have been the main
drivers for the FD WG work.

First, the regulati o n stipul ates t hat 6Advance Ar
Investigation Body and the judiciary authorities must be created in each Member State,
covering subjects such as the appropriate use of safety information. It was decided to put
some efforttodevel op, together with | FALPA, a t
the aim to reflect pilotséand controllersdviews on the critical issue of the confidentiality of
sensitive safety data and their conservation, closely linked to the subject of the
independence of the safety
investigation. After several
months of a thorough and ~
terative work led by a core team, - [ h¢iq contributing to the revision of the
the template was finalised and is

to be released very soon, first to ~ accident investigation directive, ECA has

the European Accident started to work actively with the
Investigation Bureaus seen as Commission on the review of the
our natural allies on that matter. Occurrence Reporting Directive

A wider  promotion  plan,
externally and internally, will then
be initiated.

Second, the regulation specifies that the European Commission has to bring forward by the
end of 2011 a proposal to revise the EU Directive on Occurrence Reporting which is of

ut most i mportance for the pilotsd communi

kicked-off just before the summer with the launch of a stakeholdersdpublic consultation. A
number of inputs were worked out by a core team and then enriched by the MAs to feed the
European Commission questionnaire. ECA is engaged in a close and informal dialogue
with the European Commission officials in charge of this dossier and the intention is to be
actively involved at each official milestone of the revision and drafting process.

The FD WG has also developed recently a document
with several generic requirements for Flight Data
Monitoring (FDM) Protocols that can be used by MAs
and that leaves specifications up to them to negotiate
with their companies. Those guidelines will be widely
disseminated within the ECA community. Still on the
same FDM subject, the FD WG contributed to an
EASA survey about the possible creation of a
European Operators FDM Forum. Given the positive
survey results, the Agency has decided to put in place
an organisation for a large FDM forum and ECA plans
to get on board this initiative which will start early
2012.

EUROCONTROL has long had a dedicated Just
Culture Task Force which includes participants from
the judicial side. The group has met twice, in June and
October. A new draft Model Policy for national
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prosecutors, introducing voluntary restrictions for the types of offence that would result in a
criminal investigation after a serious incident or accident, has been finalised by
EUROCONTROL legal team and will be released in a near future once it has been

approved by the Agencyods Provisional Counci

mentioned Regulation on Accident Investigation and the joint COPAC-ICAO Regional
Seminar held in Madrid in March, the intention remains to develop further relations with the
judiciary throughout Europe. ECA is associated to this work.

ECA continues to assure a presence at the ECAC (European Civil Aviation Conference)
Accident Investigators biannual meetings. ECA attended the last meeting in Paris in May
2011, and will attend the next meeting in Dublin late November. This group continues to be
considered as the expert group on Accident-related issues at the pan-European level and it
develops the Community position for the ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation)
meetings.

ECA continues to represent the pilot position on just culture, occurrence reporting and
accident investigation in various safety discussions (such as the Industry Consultation
Body, the EFRPG T European Flight Recorder Partnership Group, the EASAC i EASA
Safety Advisory Committee and ECAST i European Commercial Aviation Safety Team).

1.  SECURITY

The European Commission finalised the implementing legislation for the Security
Regulation 185/2010. In 2011 ECA, the EU Member States and the Commission started to
monitor the implementation of this implementing regulation.

ECA has been strongly advocating the Commission to write the chapter on in-flight security
left blank in the legislation. There will be a working group created soon to work on a draft
provision of which ECA will be part.

The European Par | i ®dtkerusebs has addr ess

of security scanners as screening methods. ECA ~

ha; .addressed its positiAon on differeht pgblic and ol | 8 Wi n g E (
political fora. ECAGs position -was hear and~ no X
ray based scanner can be used as a screening  the European Commission
method. If crew may think that other technologies ~ created a working group to
may harm their health, they can opt-out and ask draft a chapter on in-flight
for a pat own search. ECA grand goal is to security

introduce differentiation for crews in Europe

together with a biometric crew ID to make the

process possible.

The Security Working Group started to prepare an ECA Security Guidelines that compiles
all ECA positions that are excluded from the EU legislation. This work will allow ECA
representatives attending external meetings and national experts talking to their authorities
to know and promote the pilot s & posi ti on.

The ECA has issued a position paper on laser attacks prepared together with the AEA and
IFATCA and signed by 15 Aviation Stakeholders (including IFALPA). This position letter
was sent to key EU decision-makers. The aim was to promote our position and to invite

them to the seminar organised by EUROCONTROL on 61 aser interference
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This event took place end of October and was very successful. ECA made a presentation
t her e t o present t he pil otso perspective and
stakeholders.

ECA closely followed the ECAC activities on security and facilitation. This is a critical area
as most of the work done on the BDCIEA aindilec 300 |
European Commission.

ECA also closely monitors the developments in NATO-EUROCONTROL regarding the
interception of airplanes and the on-life recording of flight data for security purposes.

During several years ECA has been supporting Israel ALPA, IFALPA and ICAO in
denouncing the Israeli security code system. ECA has reported safety concerns on the use
of such a system to the Commission. These different actions led to a successful outcome
as the Israeli CAA announced the end of the trial period mid 2011.
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V. SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY (SES)

1. General developments

After the adoption of the SES-II legislative package in 2009 and a number of high-level
political statements in 2010 (Madrid & Bruges Declarations), 2011 has represented a real
shift to the operational full implementation of the Single European Sky.

The establishment of a Performance Scheme, one of the cornerstones of an integrated
Single Sky, has made some significant progress. An Implementing Rule setting binding EU
performance targets for airspace capacity, cost efficiency and environment, was adopted by

the Member States after some controversial discussions. On this basis, all the national
performance plans were submitted to the Performance Review Body (PRB) which formally
assessed their consistency with and contribution to the EU performance targets. At the end
of the summer, the PRB was able to come up with a humber of recommendations to the
European Commission and the Single Sky Committee, including asking States to review
their national targets where necessary. Moreover, three safety Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs) were developed on the basis of tools designed by EUROCONTROL. It is to be noted
that the third safety KPI will be the reporting of Just Culture.

As expected, EUROCONTROL was nominated by the European Commission as the
Network Manager for the ATM network functions in July 2011. EUROCONTROL already
performs some of the duties entrusted to the Network Manager (e.g. European route
network design, slot coordination and allocation and scarce resources allocation such as
radio frequencies) but the new title will give it more oversight and coordination authority.
This collaboration between the European Commission and EUROCONTROL will be further
cemented in the form of a high-level agreement.

As regards the Functional Airspace Blocks (FABs), not many developments have been
recorded in the past few months. Only few Member States have really engaged into a pro-
active process so that their airspace corresponds to operational requirements and the
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needs of airlines. But the deadline of December 2012 is fast approaching, and so those
FABs which are still concentrating on the institutional elements will need to pick up the pace
quite dramatically.

In October 2011, the update campaign of the European ATM Master Plan was launched.
The aim is to simplify the document in something which is better readable, to introduce
performance linkages closer to operational reality and to have a stakeholder-specific
approach so that each ATM stakeholder group (ANSPs, airspace users, manufacturing
industry, etc.) knows what it has to invest, when and how.

In addition, the European Commission plans to adopt by the end of the year a
Communication which will describe its ideas about the governance and funding
mechanisms of the upcoming SESAR deployment following the consultation paper on the
same subject released in September.

22ECA6s Role in SES Devel opment s

Throughout the year, ECA has closely followed and contributed to the work of the Industry
Consultation Body (ICB). ECA participated in the plenary sessions and the institutional
subgroups while keeping a watching brief on the other subgroup activities. The main topics
of discussion were the IP1 deployment issues, the SESAR deployment strategy and the
safety KPlIs.

ECA also continued to coordinate positions with the
~ professional  controller and  engineer  staff

organisations in the context of the SESAR Joint
r}'CA’ ATCEUC and Undertaking (JU) and the professional staff presence
IFATCA started to develop a in the SESAR JU Administrative Board (JUAB) as
OHuman Fact or well as the ICB. In March, ECA issued a press
make the 5" pillar a driving release in association with ATCEUC (the European

force for the SES controller group) and IFATCA announcing the three

implementation organi sations?®o i ntenti onn t o
6Human Factoro6 Roadmapl®®d make
pillardo a driving force for th

V. EASA T CURRENT STATUS

EASA finalised its rulemaking process both on Part-OPS (Commercial
Air Transport) and on Part-FCL (Flight Crew Licensing). EASA also
published already 17 new Notices of Proposed Amendments (NPASs) of
which the most important for us are related to the Standardised
European Rules of the Air (SERA part B), the Operational Safety
Directive, the Master Minimum Equipment List and a new Instrument
Rating.

ECA continued attendance to the Advisory Board (EAB T Francis Nardy
and Kris Van der Plas) and the Stakeholders Safety Consultative
Committee (SSCC T Martin Alder and Kris Van der Plas). ECA also
remained involved in the EASA Safety Advisory Committee (EASAC i
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Régis Fusenig), the EASA Human Factors Advisory Group (EHFAG i Erik van der Lely and
Maria Murtha), the European Commercial Aviation Safety Team (ECAST - Marc Rdser and
Gustavo Barba), the EASA FCL Partnership Group (Wilhelm Wesendorfer and Kris Van der
Plas), the EASA Medical Review Group (Antti Tuori) and various rulemaking tasks.

ECA however reviewed its general approach

towards EASA because we observed that EASA

does not seem to be that interested in our S

expertise. Examples are abundant: from the nCA reviewed its general

burdensqme and rather inefficient drafting and approach towards EASA
consultation on FCL and OPS where both showed
because we observed that

very little uptake of our comments, to our warning
about the downgrading of the basic legal EASA does not seem to be

framework as outlined in EthajlméegeSt§¢mp9Hrsal
Authority and Organisation Requirements. At the expertise

same time, we voiced concerns on a weakening in

oversight. Without any satisfactory response from

EASA.

Also, EASA created a rulemaking review group to rethink the rulemaking process: the
revised rulemaking process will enter into force in 2012 and will dramatically amend the
existing process. The main effect will be on stakeholders, such as ECA, who will be left with
an even smaller influence on the EASA rulemaking.

EASAC also now formally plays the role of the European Strategic Safety Initiative (ESSI)
and is responsible for drafting the European Aviation Safety Programme / Plan (EASP).
Although one of our experts is invited on a personal basis, it is not based on an official
representation from all stakeholders. In addition, in the EASP itself, pilots are not
mentioned as one of the stakeholders who have a role/responsibility in the safety plan.

The EASA Internal Group on Pilot Training (IGPT) drafted an automation policy. IGPT is a
completely internal EASA meeting that drafted the document based on a literature review
and Oexpert judgement 6. ECA asked sever al
group. Even though accepted and promised, no invitation has come forward. The
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automation policy was presented during the EASA Safety Conference in October and a
dedicated workshop will be held before the close of 2011. The policy will also be discussed
in ECAST and EHFAG.

A letter listing all our concerns was sent to EASA in September. ECA stated we would

appreciat e t o see an i mprovement in EASAO6s apprecia
meeting with EASAO0s top management in order t
cooperation with EASA in the coming years.

VI. TRAINING, LICENSING & OPERATIONS

ECAGs Tr aensng & Qperatioris Working Group (TLO WG) has had a challenging
time to keep track of all EASA developments. Its work has been focused during the first half
of the year on reviewing the Comment Response Document (CRD) of Part-OPS for
Commercial Air Transport (CAT).

TLO also dealt with various FCL issues like cruise
relief co-pilot, non-technical skills and the
F]: _ _ Operational Multi-pilot License (OML). Work is
ALPA Is preparing a ongoing on the development of an automation

training manual that will look position. This is sparked by the fact that Loss of

at all aspects of pilOt training, Control T in-flight is the biggest killer in aviation

f the d didate pilot today. EASA also organised a conference
rom i € day _Can idate pi O_ dedicated to this specific subject in October and is
walks into a flight school until

i preparing an automation policy for which we

(s)he retires should be prepared. One of the related

discussions to automation / loss of control is pilot

training and in this respect the work on the

IFALPA Pilot Training Standards (IPTS) Manual is ongoing with strong support from ECA.

Following the workshop in 2010 and the publication of the IFALPA position paper on IPTS

in March 2011, a training manual is being drafted that will look at all aspects of pilot training

from the day a candidate pilot walks into a flight school until the day (s)he retires. The aim
is to have the manual adopted at the IFALPA 2012 Conference.

On request of our Members, ECA organised also a meeting in October on the issue of
Occupational Health and Safety. The meeting discussed its scope, the goals and a
proposed working method. The main issue is how to share the work done in several MAs
and make it available to all MAs for the benefit of those MAs and the individual pilots. As
many issues are already covered by TLO and IFALPA HUPER (e.g. cabin air, cosmic
radiation, ergonomics, etc.), the intention is not to repeat discussions in yet another forum
but rather to create an environment where best practices amongst MAs can be shared.
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VII. AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND AERODROMES WG

The Air Traffic Management and Aerodromes WG (ATMA) met in March and October 2011.
In October, given the very low attendance at the meeting, the WG started discussions on
the future of the work, how to get more participants and what issues to focus on.

Over the past year, the group has focused its attention regarding ATM on the
implementation of the second package of the Single European Sky (SES) and the
execution of the framework contract between ECA and the SESAR Joint Undertaking (SJU)
to feed the programme with pilot expertise.

Following the extension of EASA
competences to ATM, ECA has been actively
ﬁ participating in the development of ATM
CA has been holding since  related European safety rules. A number of

JuIy 2011 (fOI‘ an 18-month ad-hoc sub-groups have been set up to

pertloc:)t:]he:;aff r.e[?ret.sen?tlved has been brought into the ATS/SERA and
seal o € ministrative boar meteorological sub-groups. Most of the groups

of the SESAR JU should finalise their work in the coming

months. Overall, it seems the work is going in

the right direction even if it is a burdensome

and very complex process. The result of it will be published in the form of Notices of

Proposed Amendments (NPAs) by mid-2012. The ECA ATMA WG will closely look at and
comment the texts.

SESAR (Single European Sky ATM Research) is the technological dimension of the Single
European Sky. It aims to develop the new-generation air traffic management system
capable of ensuring the safety and fluidity of air transport over the next 30 years. Through
an open system design and dedicated international activities, SESAR will be compatible
with similar global initiatives such as NextGen i the sister initiative from across the Atlantic.
In December 2009, a framework contract between
ECA and the SESAR Joint Undertaking (SJU) was
signed. The contract allows annual work orders to
bring pilotsd expertise i
when validating the solutions, in a close to operations
on-site live trials or simulations. Following the setting
up of a pool of experts in 2010, two internal
coordination meetings took place in February and
October 2011 in order to share experience, identify
transverse issues for the
ECAGs cont r i butsipmjectsiaaordind e
to the latest programme developments.

The Administrative Board of the SESAR JU also has
a staff representative present. This seat has been
held i by agreement of five Professional Staff
Organisations T by ECA since July 2011 (for an 18-
month period).

As regards to the international dimension of the future

addr ess specific topics
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ATM systems such as SESAR, ICAO organised in September 2011 a global air navigation

industry symposium, in which ECA patrticipated. The aim was to present the new concept of

O0Avi &tyisaeem Bl ock Upgradesd6 (ASBUs) and to crea
leadership of ICAO for AN-Conf/12 with buy-in both from the States and industry. There

was a general support to this initiative which is seen as a potentially powerful driver to get

global interoperability. Another aim of the symposium was that SESAR and NextGen do not

go off a different tangential than the rest of the world and that the rest of the world is

capable to benefit from the NextGen and SESAR work. The intention is that everybody has

to meet ICAO standards.

Following the Flight Level Adherence Days organised all over Europe by EUROCONTROL

in Sept/Oct 2010, the recommendations issued by the Agency were discussed and

welcomed by the Working Group. However, theidea oforganisi ng as the next st e
adherence day later on this year (EOBT/CTOT) was not supported.

The issue of harmonising different transition altitudes in the ECAC area, which has been

di scussed for al most a decade, was b alc k on
EUROCONTROL and EASA have been tasked with evaluating the feasibility and impact of
implementing a Harmonised European Transition Altitude (HETA) of 18000ft and ECA

experts have participated in the group which was set up to support this task. RA downlink

was another subject brought to the attention of the WG and further escalated to IFALPA

ATS Committee.

In the Aerodrome area, ECA has continued to be present in the core working groups of
EUROCONTROL and EASA.

The EUROCONTROL working group on runway incursions finalised its work revising the
European Action Plan for the Prevention of Runway Incursions (EAPPRI). ECA was a
signatory of the text and contributed a lot to it.
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In 2010, EUROCONTROL had published a study on runway excursions and in 2011, based
on this work, they started to draft a manual for the prevention of runway excursions. The
aim of the group is to finalise the work by end of 2011, for publication in 2012. ECA has
participated in the meetings and the ATMA WG prepared comments to the latest draft. This
document, together with the EAPPRI, will be a very important tool for the work in the Local
Runway Safety Teams (LRST).

At EASA level, the rulemaking work in aerodromes was launched in 2010, with the creation
of three rulemaking tasks. ECA is represented in the tasks on aerodrome design and
aerodrome operations. The three groups finalised their work in the third quarter of 2011. On
the whole, it seems the work is going into the right direction, basing its work on the ICAO
Annex 14 on Aerodromes. The result of it will be published in the form of Notices of
Proposed Amendments (NPAs) by the end of the year. The ECA ATMA WG will closely
look at and comment on the texts.

In May 2011, ICAO organised a global symposium on runway safety, in which ECA
participated. The forum was interesting as it brought together all best practice on improving
runway safety worldwide, therefore being a very good informative forum. One of the main
outcomes of the symposium was the organisation of regional symposiums on runway
safety. The European one will take place in March 2012 in Amsterdam, and ECA will be
closely involved in it.

Finally, the ATMA WG in October discussed the areas on which ECA should focus in
aerodromes. In addition to the work in EUROCONTROL and EASA, the group recognised
the work of LRST pilot representatives as being of primary importance. Therefore, an ECA
network of LRST representatives will be created to share experience and best practice
across Europe and to assist each other on issues encountered at airports. Given that a lot
of useful tools and material are available from across the globe to help the work of these
LRST, ECA decided to create an LRST toolkit that would be available to all ECA LRST
representatives. The idea of an LRST workshop to be organised in 2012 will be considered,
as well as potential trainings in coordination with IFALPA.
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